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PDF-7b946 | In 1941, the Imperial Japanese Navy (IJN) went to war
with a marginal anti-submarine warfare (ASW) capability. This was
a lamentable state of affairs for a nation dependent upon imports to
sustain its war economy. There were only a few purpose-built ASW
escorts available at the start of the war and these were augmented by
a handful of second-class destroyers and a dozen torpedo boats.
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